
July  2025  

 Monday  10am-6pm 

Tues ~ Thurs  10am-5pm  

Friday  10:00am - 4:00pm  

 

 

 

Summer is officially here with fun activities, the celebration of our freedom, and don’t forget national ice cream day on July 20th! 

Don’t miss the annual 4th of July Celebration to be held at the Buffalo Peak Golf Course. There will also be a cornhole tournament with    

prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Come have some fun and watch the show! The first Family Roots Blues and Brews on June 20th 

helped to usher in the summer season and was a great time of music, vendors and activities. If you were unable to attend, make sure to 

catch the next one on July 18th! 

The end of June marked the end of the fiscal year and the end of the Fire and EMS charges on your water and sewer bill. With the approval 

of the Union Rural Fire Protection District annexation and the completion of that process, the city will no longer charge any Fire and EMS 

charges on monthly water and sewer bills. The URFPS is funded by a permanent tax rate of $1.2292 per $1,000 and property owners will see 

that on future property tax bills after July 1st.  

The City Council approved the $7.3 million budget for the next fiscal year starting July 1st that was sent by the budget committee. This  

budget includes a grant from the Oregon Department of Transportation to replace the bridge on college street. The grant was applied for in 

2017 and the grant has been accepted and the project is moving forward in the design phase after working with neighborhood residents on 

their needs and wishes. 

City council continues its work on subcommittees as well and as part of the continued charter review, there are some suggested changes 

that I have been sharing with you each month and may be discussed at a future council meeting. If council would agree with the suggested 

changes, it would be referred to voters in a future election for consideration. I started sharing some of the suggested changes in last 

month’s newsletter. This next section to share comes from the Charter Chapter V. It has been suggested to re-number each section to     

correspond with the Chapter that it is located. For example, Sections 20-22 could be re-numbered 5.1-5.3 that would correspond to Chapter 

5 where they are located. The wording changes suggested are as follows with the strikethroughs, the suggested deletions, and the words in 

parenthesis the suggested additions.  

Section20. (5.1). Mayor. The mayor shall be the executive officer of the city and shall exercise a careful supervision over its general affairs. 

He (The mayor) shall appoint the committees provided for under the rules of the council, or otherwise, and by appointment shall fill all 

vacancies in committees of the council from that body. He (The mayor) shall sign all approved proceedings of the council and countersign all 

orders on the city [treasury]. He (The mayor) shall have no veto power and shall sign all ordinances passed by the city council within three 

days after (their delete) passage. He (The mayor) shall sign all writings authorized by this charter, the laws of the state or the council. He 

shall approve, with the consent of the council, all official bonds and bonds for licenses, contracts and proposals. With the consent of the 

council, he (the mayor) shall have power to remove or suspend any appointive officer or public employe of the city for any cause which he 

(the mayor) deems sufficient and shall state the cause in the order of removal or suspension. 

Section 21. (5.2). Municipal Judge. The municipal judge shall be the judicial officer of the city. He (The municipal judge) shall hold within 

the city a court known as the municipal court for the city of Union, Union County, Oregon. Except on nonjudicial days, the court shall be 

open for the transaction of judicial business as prescribed by the laws of the state. The jurisdiction of the court shall be the city. 

The municipal judge shall exercise original and exclusive jurisdiction of all crimes and offenses defined and made punishable by 

an ordinance of the city, and of all actions brought to recover or enforce forfeitures or penalties defined or authorized by an 

ordinance of the city.            
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The municipal judge shall have authority to issue process for the arrest of persons accused of an offense against the        
ordinances of the city, to commit such persons to jail or admit them to bail pending trial, to issue subpoenas, to compel 

witnesses to appear and testify before him (the judge) on the trial of any cause before him (the court), to compel             
obedience to such subpoenas, to issue any process necessary to carry into effect the judgments of the municipal court, and 
to punish witnesses and others for contempt of the court. When not governed by ordinance or this charter, all proceedings 
in the municipal court for the violation of a city ordinance shall be governed by the applicable general laws of the state gov-

erning justices of the peace and justice courts. Trials in the municipal court of cases of violation of city ordinances shall be 
had without a jury. 

Section 22 (5.3). Recorder. The recorder shall be ex officio clerk of the council, attend all the meetings of the council, and 

keep an accurate record of its proceedings in a book provided for that purpose (the manner proscribed by the council and 
Oregon State statutes). In his (the) absence (of the recorder) from a council meeting, the council shall appoint a 

(temporary) clerk of the council (pro tempore, delete ) who, while acting in that capacity, shall have all the authority of the 

recorder. The recorder shall countersign all writings authorized by this charter, the council or the law of the state. 

 

Last month’s trivia question was: “Since the passage of Measure 50 in 1997, what has the permanent tax rate been in the City 

of Union?” The correct answer was: C. $1.58 per $1,000. The other options were A. $6.94 which is Elgin’s permanent tax rate 

and B. $4.31 which is North Powder’s permanent tax rate. Congratulations to Tim Cox who submitted a correct answer and 

whose entry was drawn. July’s winner will receive a gift certificate for Platz Family Farm. Check them out at 1624 N 1st St. for 

fresh fruit and vegetables all season long grown here locally on a small family farm! Look for this month’s question in this 

newsletter and good luck! 

Celeste Tate 

Burn Ban In Effect 

There is a burn ban in effect beginning July 1st and goes through the summer 
months until September 30th. 

Please note:  The city follows the regulations of the county, so if the county extends 
the burn ban the city will also extend their burn ban. 

If you have questions regarding the burn ban you can call city hall. 

Be a Respectful Park User 

   We all love to visit our city park.  It’s a beautiful way to spend a summer day or evening.  And yes, our dogs love visiting the park 
with us…..but not everyone who visits the park is a dog lover.  There are many adults and   children 
who are afraid of dogs.  Although we feel our dogs are safe, we should all be respectful of others.   

Park rules state:  All dogs must be kept on   a leash and not allowed to run at large. 

   

 No one wants to step in poo….. 

  There are doggy poo baggy stations at the front and rear of the park as well as trash bins.  Please pick up after your dog and dispose 
of properly.   
    

The city workers work hard to keep our park clean and beautiful for all to use.  Take time to have a picnic, take a stroll on the walk 
path, sit on a bench and listen to the creek, have a family reunion, have a wedding or just take the kids to the enclosed play ground.   

We have a wonderful park, enjoy it today! 



 

Mark Your Calendar! 

 Thunder at The Peak 
           July 4th! 
 Fireworks ~ Music ~ Vendors 
 Rodeo Bible Camp 
 July 6th ~ 10th 
 Ages 13-18  Fee $100 
 Cowboy & Cowgirl events! 
 Silent Auction 
 MainStreet Blues & Brews 
 July 18th 
 Beer Garden ~ Artisans ~ Music 
 Huckleberry Festival ~ North Powder 
 July 26th & 27th 
 Grassroots Festival 
 August 9th 
 Car Show ~ Music ~ Vendors 
 Duck Race ~ Family Street Dance 
 Fun for the whole family! 
 MainStreet Blues & Brews 
 August 15th 
 Beer Garden ~ Artisans ~ Music 
 

Do you have an upcoming event you 
would like listed in our newsletter?  Email 

lauradodds@cityofunion.com  with the 
information! 

 

 

Thunder at the Peak 
4th of July Celebration! 

Buffalo Peak Golf Course 
Union, OR 

 

~MainStreet Union sponsored Vendors~ 
 

Fireworks begin at dusk! 
 

Join us for Music, Fireworks and Family Fun!! 



 

 

 

 
 

Main Street Musings for July 2025 
 
Main Street Union’s second music in the park(Family Roots Blues & 
Brews) will be July 18 with vendors setting up about 4pm, early band 
starts at 5pm with main band, Columbia Jones, beginning at 6pm. Come 
enjoy the music, stroll through the park, view local artisans and crafter 
wares, grab a bite to eat from several food vendors, and enjoy a cold   
beverage in Brewski’s Beer Garden. MSU will be offering a 50/50 raffle to 
help with costs and would like to thank their sponsors for their support of 
this community event. Donations are always appreciated and may be 
made at the event or by contacting a Main Street Union Member.  
 

If you appreciate the planters on Main Street and would like to have one 
at your business, stop by Catherine Creek Gardens and Gifts and talk to 
Meriah.  MSU along with help from Union’s FFA Chapter, have placed 
summer planters along Main Street again this year. Businesses support 
this project by covering the cost of the flowers, volunteers ensure they stay 
watered (MSU could use your help-Volunteer).  
    
Park update- Would you like to see our City Park add new play          
equipment, adult exercise area, Splash Pad, Pickleball Courts and basket-
ball area, along with upgrading electrical service and irrigation systems 
MSU can use your help in implementing the “Park Master Plan”.  Phase 1 
will most likely include: improvement to parking on 1st and 2nd 
streets, along with rebuilding the memorial in turn-a-round area, 
irrigation and electric service.  Main Street hopes to have a play 
equipment list completed by late summer and will ask the school 
children this fall to help in making the final   decision as to what 
they would like in their park. If you haven’t seen the Park Master 
Plan, many local businesses have a copy in their front   window as 
does Main Street Union’s office at 251 S Main.  
 

There are two openings on the City of Union Historic Commission, 
anyone interested should fill out a volunteer application and turn 
in to City Hall.  This Commission only has five(5) members so being 
short two(2) may greatly affect the commission’s ability to do     
important work towards our community’s historic preservation.  
The Historic Commission meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month   
generally in the evening. Walt Brookshire (MSU Volunteer) has 
stepped forward to chair this City Commission and has over 25 
years of knowledge on our historic downtown; you do not have to 
own a historic property to serve.  Stop by City Hall to fill out an  
application or you may obtain one at: https//cityofunion.com/
luguvuc/2021/03/Council-Budget-Planning-Application-New-7-17
-2024.pdf .    
 

Main Street Union meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month in the 
old Knitkabob building at 6pm, anyone interested in helping Union 
Build on Community Assets and make Union the Quality           
Community we all wish to live, work, and invest in, will be          
welcomed.  You DO NOT have to own property on Main Street, or 
own a Historic home, or even be a resident of Union, you only have 
to want to help make positive changes.  
 

Grassroots Festival 
Saturday, August 9th 
Historic Downtown Union! 

 
Activities all day long! 

**City Wide Yard Sales     **Vendors 
**Catherine Creek Duck Race 

**Live Music     **Food 
**Car Show    **Family Street Dance 

 

And so much more!! 
 

Want to be a vendor or enter the car 
show?  For vendor applications & car 
show registration form by emailing to 

grassroots@eoni.com or by calling      
Donna at 541~786~1492 



 

 

                                                             ~July  Activities~   
 

Thank You to these community partners for donating their time and expertise to us by leading our summer events: 
 ~Christine Dixon~  ~Luke Johnson~   ~Carrie Caselton Lowe~ 
       ~Go-Stem~      ~Catherine Creek Hides~                  ~Nerd Mentality~ 
            ~Oregon Trail Interpretive Center~          ~Union Sportsman’s Club~ 
 

Thank you to the Catherine Creek Community Center for lending us their space for our larger events!  
 

Summer Reading Program July Activities: 
Ages 0-5        School Age    
7/1    Finger Paint @ Library  10am     7/2   Taco Goat Cat Cheese Pizza @ Library  10am   
7/8   Hide & Seek  @ Library  10am     7/3   Tug of War @ City Park  10am   
7/15   Angry Birds Can Throw @ Library 10am   7/7   Pixel Loom Beading 2 @ Library  10am  
7/22  Color by Number @ Library 10am    7/9   Minecraft Checkers Set @ Library  10am  
7/29  Paper Plane Flight School @ Library 10am        7/14   Origami Frog Jumping Contest @ Library 10am        
8/5   Ping Pong Launcher @ Library 10am                7/16   Pugil Sticks @ City Park  10am 
        7/21   Paper Plane Flight School @ Library  10am 
        7/28   String Games @ Library  10am 
        8/4    Sucker Ring Toss @ Library  10am 
        8/6    Ping Pong Launcher @ Library  10am 
        8/7    Basketball Game @ City Park  10am 
  
Teen/Adult       All Ages 
7/7   *Escape Room Board Game @ Library 5pm   7/10   Dog Party @ City Park  10am 
7/14   No Sew Dice Bag @ Library  5pm    7/17   Catherine Creek Hides @ Catherine Crk Community Cntr  10am 
7/21   Catan~Nerd Mentality (teens only) @ Library 1 - 3pm  7/23   Book Character Costume Contest @ City Park Gazebo  10am 
7/21   Cosplay Horns ~ part 1  @ Library  5pm   7/24   Oregon Trail Interpretive Center @ City park  10am 
7/28   Ceramic Dominoes  @ Library  5pm      7/30   Parachute Games @ City Park  10am 
7/31   *Trap Shooting @ Union Trap Club  10am   8/9    Library Book Sale ~ Grassroots @ Library  9am ~ 3pm 
8/4   Cosplay Horns ~ part 2  @ Library  5pm 
 
All events are free.  Summer reading program sign-up is required to attend any event.  Sign ups will be available at the library 
on May 20th.   * Events with an asterisk will require additional sign up through library due to limited supplies.   
 
Please reach out to schedule book sale donations to the Friends of The Library as soon as possible.  We are looking forward to 
the annual book sale and bake sale at Grassroots, August 9th.  New volunteers are Welcome!!            
 
     

                                                                Union Carnegie Library 
             182 S Main, Union OR       

        541~562~5811 
       Tiffany Derichsweiler ~ Librarian 

 
 
 

            Union Carnegie Public Library 



         

 WHAT  WAS Happening at the Museum…. 

 
 
 
 
      

The title of this months What's Happening at the Museum has been 
changed to what WAS happening at our  location in 1892.   

 
This picture of the Bank, Odd Fellows Lodge and the Post Office features 
folks and dogs all looking across the street at City Hall. I wish we knew 

what they were looking at.  It's obvious that 131 years after this picture was 
taken the Union Post Office is still a gathering place not only for postal 

business but for visiting with friends and simply  watching Main Street traffic.  
  
It's nice to know that some things never change.   

 
Happy 4th of July.  More next month. 
 

Snippet of Union’s History…….  

Ordinance No. 72 
 

An ordinance prohibiting the riding of bicycles upon the sidewalks of the city of Union, Union County, Oregon 

and fixing a penalty for violation of the same: 
 

Section I.  That it shall be unlawful for any person or persons to ride any bicycle upon any of the sidewalks 
within the corporate limits of the city of Union.   
 

Section II. That any person or persons who shall violate Sec.I shall be deemed guilty of disorderly conduct and 

shall be fined in any sum not exceeding ten dollars. 
          ~Oregon Scout   June 20,1889 

 

If you Love them….Leave them home 

Yes, of course we love our children, and want them 

with us as much as possible.  Just a quick run into the 

store, or any other errand that will just take a few 

minutes can cause a loss of life.  Don’t take that 

chance!  Take your child in with you to the store or   

errand, never leave them in the car unattended!! 
 

The same for your pets!  Show your love, leave them 

home, don’t take the risk of death from a hot vehicle. 

It only takes minutes!! 

 

 



Committee Meetings Held Time Location 

Water/Sewer Committee Every 2nd Tuesday of the month 6:00 pm City Hall 

Charter Committee Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month 10:00 am City Hall 

Zoning Committee Every 4th Saturday of the month 9:00 am City Hall 

Streets Committee Every 4th Saturday of the month 10:00 am City Hall 

Buffalo Flats Committee Every 3rd Saturday of the month 10:00 am City Hall 

Ordinances Committee To Be Determined  City Hall 

City of Union Special Committee’s Schedule 

Meetings will be held at City Hall, 342 S. Main, unless otherwise announced.   

We encourage you to attend these meetings, ask questions, be involved and gain knowledge of the workings 

of your community.  If you have questions regarding these committee’s please feel free to call us. 

           Contest Entry Coupon        

   

This month’s contest question is:  In 1872 Union officially held the county seat.  In what year Union lose the 

county seat to La Grande? 

 A) 1874 B) 1890 C) 1904 

 

Name:_______________________________________Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

Answer:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone#:________________________ 

 

Must be a Union resident to enter.  Drop your entry by City Hall in person, payment drop box, mail, or you can email your   

entry to lauradodds@cityofunion.com    City employees, and immediate family are not eligible to play.  Deadline for entries is 

July 23, 2025 

There will be a prize for the winner!! 

Public Works notice to citizens….. 

Multiple projects will be happening this summer, we ask 
that citizens use caution when approaching work areas.  
Projects often require large equipment, which are loud 
and it may not be possible for workers to 
always hear cars, trucks etc around them.  
City   workers may also be moving around 
while gathering tools or parts from other 
equipment or service trucks.   
 

Please slow down, be aware of your        
surroundings and any hazards that could 
be present.  If at all possible take an alternate route to 
get where you need to go. 
 

Our Public Works crew thanks you! 

Planning on a Yard Sale this summer?... 
 Did you know that the nails or staples you 

use to hang your advertising signs on the power 
poles are a hazard?  When electric utility workers 
needs to do maintenance or repair work their spikes 
can get hooked and could cause an accident. 
 Do you post your signs on power poles?  Do 
you remove your signs?  
To prevent unsafe     
conditions for electrical 

workers, please remove 
your signs and the nails 
or staples you use to 
hang them up.  It only 
takes a few minutes to 
prevent an accident.   



ORGANIZATION MEETING DATE LOCATION TIME PHONE 

          

Awana 
   Every Thurs/during school year 

   Baptist Church 6:30pm 
541-562-5870 

Catherine Creek Community Center 4th Thursday of month Community Center 6:00pm 541-562-2038 

City of Union Chamber 2nd Thurs of the month   6:00 pm 
 unionchamber@eoni.com 

City Council 2nd Mon of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 

Council Work Sessions 2nd  & 4th Mon of month City Hall 6.00 pm 541-562-5197 

CUP Medical Association 2nd  Tues of the month 251 S Main 6:00 pm 541-910-6268 

Order of Eastern Star 2nd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:00 pm 541-805-0779 

EMS Department 1st  Mon of the month Rural Fire Hall 7:00 pm  

EOLS Board 2nd Tues of the month EOLS Club House 7:00 pm 541-562-5631 

Food Bank 3rd Friday of the month Catherine Creek CommCtr 10-11:00am 541-562-2038 

Friends of the Library 2nd  Tues    January, April,  July & November Union Library 5:30 pm 541-562-5807 

Grande Ronde Valley Masonic 3rd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:30pm   

Historic Preservation Commission  4th Wed of the month City Hall 6:00pm 541-562-5197 

Library Board Feb 27th, May 22nd, Aug 21st Library 9:00am 541-562-5811 

Lions Club 3rd  Tues of the month Sports Complex 5:30 pm PO Box 337 

Mainstreet Union & Economic Development 2nd Thursday of the month Call contact # for location 7:00 pm 541-910-7048 

Planning Commission work session                

Planning Commission business meeting 

3rd Wed of the month City Hall 6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

541-562-5197 

Senior / Community Meals 2nd Friday of the month Catherine Creek             
Community Center 12:00 pm  541-562-2038 

School Board 2nd Wed of the month Athletic Complex 6:00 pm 541-562-5166 

South County Health Dist Last Friday of month / Oct,Jan,April, 

and July 

Health Clinic 1:30 pm 541-562-2222 

Union Cemetery Board 2nd Tues of the month   Union Cemetery Office 9:00 am 541-562-5212 

Union FFA Alumni & Supporters 3rd Wednesday   UHS Ag Science Classroom    

at the back of the gym 

6:30pm 541-975-9495 

VFW Bingo Every Wednesday night VFW Hall 6 pm 541-562-6035 

VFW Formal meeting 1st Thursday of month VFW Hall 6 pm 541-562-6035 

June 2025 Council Meetings 

June 9th                                        

Council Work Session @ 6:00pm                          

Council Meeting @ 7:00pm 

June 23rd                                                               

Council Work Session @ 6:00pm 
 

All meetings are held in the Leonard Almquist Chambers at 

City Hall. 

Meetings are live streamed and can be viewed on our        

Facebook page.   Or you can view 

them any time later on our website  

www.cityofunion.com   

Council Corner: 

    

Current City Council Topics Include: 

 Ranger Station project, 3rd house 

 Buffalo Flats  

 College Street Bridge 

 Committees working on the City Charter,  Water/Sewer, Zoning, 

Trails, and Ordinances 

 

 

                      ~City Council Members ~ 
 

 Trisha Seale  Dick Middleton 

Kori Cox  John Black 

 Don George                      Anita Davis 

                                        Mayor Susan Hawkins 

Did you know you can receive a city newsletter by 

email?  If you would like to receive your newsletter 

this way just email lauradodds@cityofunion.com and 

request your name be added to the list.  


