
August  2024  

 Monday  10am-6pm 

Tues ~ Thurs  10am-5pm  

Friday  10:00am - 4:00pm  

 

 

 

July gave us some record hot triple digit temperatures. I welcome the reprieve back down to the 90’s. Thunder at the Peak was well    

attended and continues to build each year. Thank you to everyone that gave their time and resources for a great community and county 

event.  

The public works department continues to be busy with new water and sewer connections, street repairs, the CDBG well project and the 

upcoming wastewater treatment facility maintenance and cleaning project. In addition to the normal locates and daily work, the crew has 

been busy knocking projects off the list. Many thanks to a great crew.  

The Planning Commission has been busy this summer brushing up on their knowledge of city Ordinances each month with a work session. 

Thank you to those on the commission who give of their time each month. Public attendance is always welcome at all planning commission 

meetings which occur on the third Wednesday of each month at 7pm. If there are planning applications to review, there will be a work   

session at 6pm that evening and the commission meeting at 7pm.   

The Historic Committee has an opening and is looking for a volunteer. Please contact City Hall for an application if interested. This          

committee helps guide the city in their efforts to preserve the historic buildings and areas in town. The City of Union is a Certified Local  

Government with the State Historic Preservation Office and the commission’s efforts help ensure this continued designation. This            

designation also makes the city eligible for grants to further historic preservation efforts. I will be working with this group to plan their goals 

for the next year. 

Committee meetings for Zoning, Parks, Trails, Charter and Water/Sewer continue through the summer. Public participation is encouraged. 

Please call the office for meeting times. All meetings are at City Hall. The Main Street Union committee organized a great Blues and Brews 

event on July 26th with vendors and music in the park. I hope you had the opportunity to attend. The Grassroots festival is also coming up 

on August 10th with many vendors and booths signed up and hopefully we will have good weather.  

My thanks to those who are battling the wildfires in the area and my thoughts and prayers to those who have been directly affected. If you 

are interested and able to, the Forest Service Office in LaGrande is accepting donations for Fire Fighters on the front lines. Drop off location 

is 1407 Monroe Ave. LaGrande.  It is very dry out there. Please stay safe and play safe while you are recreating this summer.  

Celeste Tate 

From The Desk Of…… 

 Celeste Tate 
 City Administrator 

General Election ~ November 5th, 2024 
City of Union ~ Open Seats 

Do you have an interest in city government?  Do you want to become more involved in your     
community?  The city has 3 open council seats for this election in November.  Candidate filing 
packets can be picked up at city hall or can be emailed to you upon request.   

Filing papers are due back to city hall by deadline date of August 15th by 5:00pm,  Or you can 
return them to Union County Clerk’s Office by August 24th by 5:00pm. 

 Mayor                          2 year term 
 

 Council Seat #1              4 year term 
 

 Council Seat #3              4 year term 
 

 Council seat #5              4 year term 



                     GRASSROOTS FESTIVAL 
                     SATURDAY, AUGUST 10th 
 

                                   

7am   City Wide Yard Sales!!  ~Call 541-910-5425 to sign up 

8am~10am  VFW Breakfast @ VFW Hall on N Main St. 

9am   National Anthem @ the Post Office 

9am~5pm  Vendors & Library Book & Bake Sale 

9am~3pm  Sidewalk Chalk Art Contest  ~Pick up chalk at Hometown Hardware 

9am~4pm  Awesome Vehicle Show  ~Sponsored by Legacy Ford/Legacy Dodge 

10am~1pm  Kiddy Carnival at Park  ~Sponsored by Umpqua Bank/Union Churches United 

11am~3pm  Union County Museum Opens 

12pm   Pie Eating Contest in the Park 

11am~4pm  Music in the Park-DJ   ~Sponsored by Old West FCU 

1pm   Library Puppet Show in the Park 

2pm~4pm  Pony rides & Painting in the Park  ~Sponsored by OHSET 

2pm   Duck Races down Catherine Creek ~Buy your duck from the 

          Senior Class by the bridge! Cash Prizes!! 

3:30pm  Car Show Trophy and Poker Walk winners ~announced in front of Post Office 

4pm   Crazy Hat winners ~announced at the Gazebo in the park~presented by  

          Hometown Hardware 

4pm~6pm  Farm to Table Dinner & Live Music in the Park~SUM People-Easy Listening 

         ~sponsored by Pepsi/Admiral Beverage NW 

5:30pm~7pm Lawn Mower Races   ~For the Whole Family! 

7:30pm~10pm Family Street Dance  ~Hulden Inc.  DJ Kasey Kunkel 

 

For more information grassroots@eoni.com or call 541-786-1492 

 

It’s a whole day of a whole lot of fun!! 

Come Join Us!! 



Friday, September 27th            

     @ 5:00 pm 

Music, local flavor, 

and family fun! 

Happening’s in Union tHis sUmmer! 

Kentucky Derby Party 
Saturday, September 21st 

7pm ~ 12am 
Mace’s Starting Gate 

 

      ~Live Music~Dinner~Desert~Drink Specials~Best Dressed~ 
~Best Hat Contest~Games~ 

~Stick Horse Races~Silent Auction~ 
 
 

    Tickets go on sale August 1st! 
 

All proceeds raised go to the programs & operating needs of the 
Catherine Creek Community Center 

Fun For All In The Park……. 

There is nothing better than cooling off on a bench in the shade at the city park on these hot summer days!  Or having a family 
BBQ, birthday party, wedding or just to get together!  Our city park department work hard to maintain and keep our city park 
green and beautiful for all to enjoy.  But there are things that we all can do to ensure everyone enjoys the city park…. 
 

 If you have an event coming up please call city hall and fill out a park use permit.  We aren’t able to ‘reserve’ the area of 
the park you wish to hold your event, but we can discourage others from using your registered area.   

 If you see that an area is going to be used, or is being used for an event, please be considerate and not invade their privacy 
and their area. 

 BBQ’s are only allowed in the designated area 
 Dog’s are welcome at the park…..but they must be on a lease at all times.   
 Doggy poo must be picked up and disposed of properly!  There are poo bag stations                 

located at the front and back of the park, as well as trash bins for disposal.  Be responsible and respectful! 
 Park restrooms are being left in horrible condition lately, these kinds of actions may lead to closure of 

the restrooms.  Once again, be respectful. 
 

The city wants everyone to enjoy our park, but we all must work together to make it happen! 
 

Pre Rodeo 6:30  *Local Team Roping  $75 

Rodeo   7:30  *Barrel Racing  Jr. $50 

Admission  $10             Sr.  $75 

5 & under FREE  *Mutton Busting 

        Ages 6-8 Max 60lbs $30 

For Info: Call Matt Short *Mini Bull Riding 

541-701-8384        Ages 9-14   $50 

2024 Grande Ronde Farm Crawl 
August 10th   10am ~ 3pm 
Get your passport starting August 5th    
     207 Depot St 
   La Grande OR 
Stamp at each location and finish the 
day at the Grassroots Festival in the city 
park for a farm to  
table dinner! 
 

Union County Chamber 
 of  Commerce 

 



 

 

                                                ~August Activities~ 

 Summer Reading Program schedule in July 

8/1 Cupcake Walk (all ages)     Park   10am 
8/2 Youth Book Club (school age)    Library   10am 
8/5 Soap Carving (school ages)    Library   10am 
8/5 *Eco-dye silk (adult)     Library    5pm 
8/6 Weaving Station/Lacing Cards (0-5 years)   Library   10am 
8/7 Salmon Life Cycle (school ages)    Park   10am 
8/8 Book Character Costume Contest (all ages)   Park   10am 
8/9 Youth Book Club (school ages)    Library   10am 
8/10 Puppeteer (all ages)     Park    1pm 
8/12 Animals on the move (school ages)   Park   10am 
8/12 Kintsugi  (adult)      Library    5pm 
8/13 Bubbles (0-5 years)     Library/Park  10am 
8/14 Museum Treasure Trunk (school ages)   Library   10am 
8/16 Youth Book Club (school ages)    Library   10am 
8/20 Tube Animals (0-5 years)     Library   10am 
8/23 Youth Book Club (school ages)    Library   10am 
 
 

Please Note:    *Events with an asterisk will require additional sign up through the Library due to limited supplies  
 

Thank you to our community partners for volunteering their time and expertise in the summer reading program:  

 OSU Food Hero/Robin Maille, Sifu Weston Simonis, Ethan Shaw, Mark Wing, Kasey Bliesner, EOU Go-STEM, and                                        

 Ann Rodriguez/The Union County Museum. 
 

Thank you to guest readers:  Judy Wing and Sandy Sheehy 
 

Thank you to: 

 The Petite Patisserie, Ronda Emery, and Nancy Dahlstrom for baking cupcakes for our cupcake walk coming up on August 1st!! 

 

Our school year event schedule will resume after the last summer reading program event on August 23rd.  
We will continue to host Storytime Tuesdays from 10~11am, adult craft nights the 2nd Monday each 
month from 5-6pm, and after school crafting the first and third Tuesdays from 4-5pm.  Youth Book Club 
will continue Fridays from 10-11am through September.   

            Union Carnegie Public Library 

School Starts later this 

Month….that means watching 

for kids walking/biking to and 

from school.  Also be aware of 

bus stop areas with kids    

loading and unloading. Drive 

extra careful in the school 

zones.         ~THANK YOU 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

   

Look for something positive in 
each day, even if some days 
you have to look a little harder. 

  -Shiv Khera 



         

 What’s Happening at the Museum in August…. 

  
 
 
 
One of the many interesting features of the Museum is that it can actually provide an    

insight into life of long ago.  One of the outer buildings known as  "the carpenters shop" also includes a glimpse of the North 
Powder Post Office from the early 1900's.  In 1899 postal customers had to pick up their mail at the post office since home 
delivery didn't start until later.  The local post office was often the hub of activity not only for mail  but  for a variety of other 
necessary services.  One could purchase stamps, pick up general delivery mail and use the parcel post service.  I read an    
article about a child being sent via parcel post to visit her grandparents because it was a more   economical method of getting 
the child to the grandparents than a stagecoach ticket.  The little girl met the weight and height requirement for the mail  
service.  Rules changed shortly after the child's trip through the mail preventing the mailing of children. 
 

     The Museum's post office has a picture of Union's post office in l888.  It was located in the Hall Brothers Store on the    
corner of Main and Beakman. 
 

     If you have ancestors who lived in Union from 1888 to 1912 it might be fun to look through some of the registers to see if 
any familiar names took advantage of Postal Savings Certificates or Money Orders all issued in Union. 
 

     Wanted posters were always placed in post offices and are still posted there to this day.  The Museum has two interesting 
items on  display.  "Wanted Dead or Alive: Notorious Badman--John Wesley Hardin for the killing of Deputy Sheriff Charles 
Webb of Brown County, Texas on May 26, 1874.  Though courteous and well dressed he is extremely dangerous and is always 
armed."   A more recent wanted by the FBI is from Sept. 19, 1974.  "Patricia Campbell Hurst--self proclaimed member of the 
Symbionese Liberation Army has been in possession of numerous firearms including automatic weapons." 
 

     The actual mailboxes from the Telocaset Post Office are on display as well as a very old manual Royal typewriter, a black 
rotary dial telephone, a small weighing scale, embossing stamps plus albums containing golden replicas of U.S. postage 
stamps first day issue with pertinent historical information.  There is also a fantastic stamp collection that once belonged to 
Vance Terral, M.D. who was raised in Union, became a doctor and moved to Portland.  He returned to Union for frequent visits 
and when he passed away was buried in the  Union Cemetery. 
 

     The Third Tuesday program usually held at the Little White Church will be held in La Grande at 7 p.m. at the Fire Museum 
which is across from the La Grande Post Office (next to Side A) on August 20.  Fire Chief Emmitt Cornford will speak about the 
museum's history and share stories about some city fires .  Antique equipment will be on display as well as some modern 
equipment.  We would like to   recognize any firemen or volunteer firefighters and would love to hear any stories they would 
like to share.  Pluggie the talking fire hydrant will also attend so be prepared to have some fun.  We hope to see you in La 
Grande August 20 at 7 p.m. 

Snippet of Union’s History…….  
  

Sometime last Saturday night, A.J. Goodbrod, who lives in the south-western portion of town, was 
awakened by a noise in an adjoining room, and getting up he discovered a burglar going through 
things at a lively rate, occasionally striking a match to facilitate operations.  
 
A.J. watched him until he went to make his exit through a window, and then gathered him by the 
scruff of the neck, and brought him to a realizing sense of the danger of the profession. He was   
landed in jail and will  probably get free board at Salem for a year or two 

 
          ~Oregon Scout October 24, 1885 





ORGANIZATION MEETING DATE LOCATION TIME PHONE 

          

Awana 
   Every Thurs/during school year 

   Baptist Church 6:30pm 
541-562-5870 

Catherine Creek Community Center 4th Thursday of month Community Center 6:00pm 541-562-2038 

City of Union Chamber 2nd Thurs of the month   6:00 pm 
 unionchamber@eoni.com 

City Council 2nd Mon of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 

Council Work Sessions 2nd  & 4th Mon of month City Hall 6.00 pm 541-562-5197 

CUP Medical Association 2nd  Tues of the month 251 S Main 6:00 pm 541-910-6268 

Order of Eastern Star 2nd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:00 pm 541-805-0779 

EMS Department 1st  Mon of the month Rural Fire Hall 7:00 pm  

EOLS Board 2nd Tues of the month EOLS Club House 7:00 pm 541-562-5631 

Food Bank 3rd Friday of the month Catherine Creek CommCtr 10-11:00am 541-562-2038 

Friends of the Library 2nd  Tues    January, April,  July & November Union Library 5:30 pm 541-562-5807 

Grande Ronde Valley Masonic 3rd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:30pm   

Historic Preservation 3rd Wed of the month City Hall 6:00pm 541-562-5197 

Library Board 4th Wed of July,Oct,Jan,April Library 4:00 pm 541-562-5811 

Lions Club 3rd  Tues of the month Sports Complex 5:30 pm PO Box 337 

Mainstreet Union & Economic Development 2nd Thursday of the month Call contact # for location 7:00 pm 541-910-7048 

Planning Commission 3rd Wed of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 

Senior / Community Meals 2nd Friday of the month Catherine Creek             

Community Center 

12:00 pm  541-562-2038 

School Board 2nd Wed of the month Athletic Complex 6:00 pm 541-562-5166 

South County Health Dist Last Friday of month / Oct,Jan,April, 

and July 

Health Clinic 1:30 pm 541-562-2222 

Union Cemetery Board 2nd Tues of the month   Union Cemetery Office 9:00 am 541-562-5212 

Union FFA Alumni & Supporters 3rd Wednesday   UHS Ag Science Classroom    

at the back of the gym 

6:30pm 541-975-9495 

VFW Bingo Every Wednesday night VFW Hall 6 pm 541-562-6035 

VFW Formal meeting 1st Thursday of month VFW Hall 6 pm 541-562-6035 

August 2024 Council Meetings 

August 12th                                        

Council Work Session @ 6:00pm                          

Council Meeting @ 7:00pm 

August 26th                                                               

Council Work Session @ 6:00pm 
 

All meetings are held in the Leonard Almquist Chambers at 

City Hall. 

Meetings are live streamed and can be viewed on our        

Facebook page.   Or you can view 

them any time later on our website  

www.cityofunion.com   

Council Corner: 

    

Current City Council Topics Include: 

 Ranger Station project 

 Water System Update Project 

 Reviewing Ordinances 

 Committees working on the City Charter,  Water/Sewer, Zoning, 

Trails, and Ordinances 

 

                      ~City Council Members ~ 

 

 Jay Blackburn  Dick Middleton 

Tim Cox   John Black 

John Farmer               Anita Davis 

                                       Mayor Susan Hawkins 

Did you know you can receive a city newsletter by 

email?  If you would like to receive your newsletter 

this way just email Laura Dodds at  

lauradodds@cityofunion.com  and request your name 

be added to the list.  


