
 

 
 

The City of Union received a grant in conjunction with the Union County Sheriff’s Office to resume enhanced law 
enforcement services to the City.  The Federal Homeland Security Grant allows the City of Union to secure law      
enforcement services with matching funds, drastically reducing the cost to the City.  We are currently in the final  
stages of finalizing a contract and hope to have services going no later than September with a resident deputy.   
 
The City issued over $38,000 in forgivable loans to our local businesses since the beginning of COVID-19.  Council 
is continuing to monitor the situation with our local economy and is actively working to keep our local business viable 
through this pandemic.  On a side note, we did turn down the $20,000 Business Oregon relief funds given the condi-
tions placed on the money.  After careful evaluation we believe we did not have any businesses qualify for their help. 
 
With the recent uptick of COVID-19 reported cases in Union County, the City continues to evaluate when to open our 
lobby to the public.  We thank you for your patience and are truly grateful for the understanding as we forge ahead 
through these uncertain times.  We did anticipate opening after the July 4th holiday; however, given the mask          
restrictions that were put in place it is simply easier to continue as we are.  We will be evaluating opening City Hall 
again during our August Council meeting and what restrictions that it will put on staff. 
 
We continue to monitor closely our finances with the current fiscal outlook due to COVID-19 and are prepared to ad-
just accordingly as needed.  The City was awarded its first Community Block Grant to work on water infrastructure.  
This total project is estimated to finalize around $1.2 million with this first phase of the award for design and environ-
mental review to be around $250,000.  This is exciting for the City of Union as these funds do not have to be matched 
and is a great necessity to our water system. 
 
WE WANT YOU!! There are three Councilor and the Mayor’s position available to file for the November ballot.   
Applications with signatures are due August 10, 2020 to City Hall.  
 
Please continue to stay safe and please do not hesitate to call should you have questions. 

Council Corner: 

   Current City Council Topics Include: 

 

 Water/Sewer Rate Study 

 Finalizing City Charter For November Election 

 Monitoring Local Economy/Small Businesses 

 COVID-19 Updates 

 City Fire/Rural Fire  

 

   August 2020 

Water Rate Increase: 

You will notice on your current utility state-

ment that water rates have raised the first 

of July.  A    total increase of .57cents.  

Therefore, your base water billing has 

changed from $22.79 to $23.36 for 1000 cubic 

feet and remains at an additional .01 cent per 

cubic foot over.   

There was no increase in sewer rates. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN SEATS AVAILABLE FOR GENERAL ELECTION 

NOVEMBER 3rd, 2020 

 MAYOR    2 YEAR TERM 

 COUNCIL SEAT #1   4 YEAR TERM 

 COUNCIL SEAT #3   4 YEAR TERM 

 COUNCIL SEAT #5   4 YEAR TERM 

 

If you would like more information regarding the duties of an office, or 

the process of filing, call City Hall at 541-562-5197. 

Candidate filing packets (forms and signature sheets) are available at 

City Hall, if you would like to pick one up please call to make                

an appointment. 

Deadline for filing is Friday, August 10th by 5:00 pm.  All filing paper-

work must be returned to City Hall, by appointment only. 

City Hall hours:  Monday ~ Thursday  10:00am to 5:00pm 

Friday   10:00am to Noon 

STUDENT COUNCIL LIaiSON 

The City of Union acknowledges the importance of our youth and their participation in local           

government.  The student liaison seat is the perfect way for your student to become involved in his/her 

community and local government. 

Students must be entering  11th grade and be available to attend monthly City Council Meetings.    

City Council meetings are held monthly, on the second Monday, at 7:00pm. 

The City of Union will grant a $500 scholarship to the college of which the student will be attending 

at the completion of a successful one-year term. 

Applications for the 2020-2021 school year student liaison can be picked up at City Hall ~ please call 

for an appointment for pick up 

Applications can also be email or mailed. 

Walking….It’s Free, Easy And Can Be Done Anywhere 

There are countless physical activities that are available to do, but walking has the lowest dropout rate of them all!!  It is one of 

the simplest positive changes that you can make to greatly improve not only your heart health, but your attitude too!  And we 

all know that we need something to help with a positive attitude right now!  Taking a long walk might just be what you need, 

plus you will gain these benefits too: 

 Reduces the risk of coronary heart disease 

 Improves blood pressure and blood sugar levels 

 Improves circulation and reduces the risk of blood clots 

 Maintains body weight and lowers the risk of obesity 

 Reduces the risk of osteoporosis 

 Improves sleep 

 Reduces the risk of non-insulin dependent (type 2) diabetes 

 Boosts immune function 

 Enhances mental well being 

So grab your spouse, or children, or four-legged friend or all of them at once, and go for a walk.  **If you walk after dark, be 
sure to wear reflective gear.  **Always drink lots of water to stay hydrated.  Don’t forget to warm up before, and cool down  
after.  **You will be amazed at how much healthier and happier you will feel. 

$

$

$

…

What’s Happening At The Library? 

What is going on at the library you ask?  

The city and the library are excited about 

the upcoming changes.  Soon there will be 

sitting areas on both sides of the sidewalk in 

front of the library.  One side will have 

benches and the other side will have a table 

and benches, and will be ADA compliant.  

Exciting news for sure! 

 



 

PREAMBLE 

We the voters of Union, Oregon exercise our power to the fullest extent possible under the Oregon Constitution and the laws of the 
state and enact this Home Rule Charter. 

 

CHAPTER I 

Names, Boundaries and General Provisions 

Section 1. Title. This charter may be referred to as the 2020 City of Union Charter. 

Section 2. Name. The City of Union, Union County, Oregon, shall continue to be a municipal corporation under the name “City of 
Union.” 

Section 3. Boundaries.   The boundaries of the City shall be as follows: 

 Commencing at the northwest quarter corner of the northwest quarter of Section 18, Township 4 south, Range 40 east of the 
Willamette Meridian, and running east one-half mile; thence south one fourth mile; thence east one fourth mile; thence south one fourth of 
a mile;  thence east one fourth of a mile; thence south one half mile; thence west one fourth of a mile; thence south one mile; thence west 
three fourth of a mile; thence north one fourth of a mile; thence west three fourths of a mile to the northwest corner of the southeast  
quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 24, Township 4 south, Range 39 east of the Willamette Meridian; thence north about seven 
eighths of a mile to Catherine Creek; thence east one fourth of a mile, Catherine Creek being the line; thence north about three eighths of a 
mile to the center of Section 13, Township 4 south, Range 39 east of the Willamette Meridian; thence east one fourth of a mile; thence 
north one fourth of a mile; thence east one fourth of a mile; thence north one fourth of a mile to place of beginning. 

Section 4. Existing Ordinances Continued.  All ordinances and regulations of the City consistent with this charter and in force when it 
takes effect shall remain in effect until amended or repealed. 

Section 5. Existing Rights and Liabilities Continued.  Except as this charter provides otherwise, its adoption shall impair or destroy no 
right, power, privilege, immunity or liability of the City existing at the time of the adoption. 

 

CHAPTER II 

Powers 

Section 6.  Powers of the City.  The City shall have all rights, powers, privileges and immunities which the constitutions, statutes and 
common law of the United States and of this state expressly or impliedly grant or allow municipalities, as fully as though this charter       
expressly stated each of those rights, powers, privileges and immunities. 

Section 7. Enumeration of Powers Not Exclusive.  In this charter no enumeration of or reference to particular rights, powers,        
privileges or immunities shall be construed to be exclusive.   

Section 8. Exercise of Power.  The City’s exercise of a right, power, privilege or immunity, where not prescribed by constitution or 
law, shall be in the manner prescribed in this charter; or, where not prescribed by constitution, law or this charter, than in the manner    
prescribed by ordinance or resolution of the Council. 

 

CHAPTER III 

Form of Government 

Section 9. Form of Government.   The government of the City shall be vested in a Council and a mayor. 

Section 10. Council.    The Council shall be composed of six Councilmen Councilors elected at large.  Each Councilman Councilor shall 
serve a term of four years and until their successor is elected and qualified. The two Councilmen in office at the time of adoption of this 
charter whose terms of office expire at the end of 1941 shall continue in the office until 1942. At the regular City election in 1940, four 
Councilmen shall be elected. The one receiving the lowest number of votes shall serve until the end of 1942.  The other three shall serve 
until the end of 1944.  At each subsequent regular City election, three Councilmen shall be elected to serve a term of four years.  Council 
will consist of six numbered seats with the three odd numbered seats and the three even numbered seats rotating election every two years. 

Section 11. Mayor. At each regular City election, the mayor shall be elected.  He shall The elected mayor shall serve a term of two 
years and until a successor is elected and qualified. 

 

 

             Continued on next page 

Attention:  On November Ballot 

The following is the revised City Charter that will be put before the voters on November 3rd, 2020 ballot.  Please take a few 
minutes to read and educate yourself as to the proposed changes.  Note: The strike through wordings are the language to be 
removed and the bold wordings are the updated language proposed. 

In Summary:  If adopted, this measure would revise and update the language in the current City Charter.  Changes include the 
use of gender-neutral terms to describe the mayor and city councilors, as well as prohibit city employees from serving as 
mayor or councilors.  Minor revisions would be made to the sections relating to elections, and vacancies and removal from 
office, of councilors.  Antiquated and unenforceable provisions relating to the City’s ability to take on indebtedness and     
damages for claims against the City would be removed or revised.  In addition, there are several needed changes to the sections 
addressing the wastewater and water systems, including updates on the financing for improvements to the same. 



 

Section 12.  Other Officers and Employees.  Additional officers of the City shall be a municipal judge, a recorder, a treasurer and 
any other officer whom the Council deems necessary.  These officers shall be appointed by the mayor with the approval of the City  
Council.  By resolution the Council may combine any of these offices and may provide that any person whom it designates supervise any 
appointive officer except the municipal judge in the exercise of the officer’s functions. 

Section 13. Qualification of Officers. No person shall be eligible to an elective office in the City who at the time of his their      
election is not a qualified registered voter of the State or has not resided within the City for one year immediately preceding his the  
election.  Neither the mayor nor a Councilor may be an employee of the City.  The Council shall be the final judge on the eligibility of 
its members.  

 

CHAPTER IV 

The Council 

Section 14. Council Meetings.  The Council shall provide a time and place for its regular meetings and adopt rules and regulations 
for the government of its members and proceedings.  It shall meet regularly at least once each month.  The mayor, either upon their own 
motions or upon the request of three or more members of the Council, may call a special meeting of the Council for any time by giving 
notice of the meeting to all members of the Council then in the City.  Special meetings of the Council may also be held by common con-
sent of all the members of the Council. 

Section 15. Quorum.   A majority of the members of the Council in office shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a less lesser 
number may meet and compel attendance of the absent members in a manner provided by ordinance.  The mayor shall be deemed a 
Councilman Councilor for the purpose of constituting a quorum. 

Section 16. Journal Record.  The Council shall keep a journal of its proceedings; and, upon request of the mayor or two of its mem-
bers, the ayes and nays upon a question before it shall be taken, and a record of the vote entered in the journal.  A record of the Council 
meeting, including the ayes and nays of a vote, must be kept in a manner prescribed by the Council rules and Oregon Revised         
Statutes. 

Section 17. Meetings to be Public.   The deliberations and proceedings of the Council shall be public, except those designated by 
Oregon Revised Statutes which may be exempt from the public. 

Section 18. Mayor’s Duties at Council Meetings.  The mayor shall be the presiding officer of the Council.  He The mayor shall not 
vote except in the case of a tie vote of the members of the Council present at the time of the meeting.  He The mayor shall have         
authority to preserve order, enforce the rules of the Council and determine the order of business under the rules of the Council. 

Section 19. President of the Council. At its first meeting after the adoption of this charter, and thereafter at   At it’s the first 
meeting of each succeeding year, the Council by ballot shall elect a president from its membership.  In the mayor’s absence from a Coun-
cil meeting, the president shall preside.  Whenever the mayor is unable, on account of absence, illness or other cause to perform the 
functions of their office, the president of the Council shall act as mayor. 

Section 20. Vote Required.  The concurrence of a majority of the members of the Council present at any meeting shall be neces-
sary to determine any question before the Council, except in case of a tie vote, and in the event of a tie vote the mayor shall cast the 
deciding vote. 

CHAPTER V 

Powers and Duties of City Officers 

Section 21. Mayor. The mayor shall be the executive officer of the City and shall exercise a careful supervision over its general 
affairs.  He The mayor shall appoint the committees provided for under the rules of the Council, or otherwise, and by appointment shall 
fill all vacancies in committees of the Council from that body.  He The mayor shall sign all approved proceedings of the Council and  
countersign all orders on the City treasury.  He The mayor shall have no veto power and shall sign all ordinances passed by the City 
Council within three days after their passage.  He The mayor shall sign all writings authorized by the charter, the laws of the State or the 
Council.  He The mayor shall approve with the consent of the Council, all official bonds and bonds for licenses, contracts and proposals.  
With the consent of the Council, he the mayor shall have power to remove or suspend any appointive officer or public employee of the 
City for any cause which he the mayor deems sufficient and shall state the cause in the order of removal or suspension. 

Section 22. Municipal Judge. The municipal judge shall be the judicial officer of the City.  He The municipal judge shall hold within 
the City a court known as the municipal court for the City of Union, Union County, Oregon.   Except on non-judicial days, the court shall 
be open for the transaction of judicial business as prescribed by the laws of the State.  The jurisdiction of the court shall be the City    
limits.  The municipal judge shall exercise original and exclusive jurisdiction of all crimes and offenses defined and made punishable by 
any ordinance of the City, and of all actions brought to recover or enforce forfeitures or penalties defined or authorized by any ordinance 
of the City.  The municipal judge shall have authority to issue process for the arrest of persons accused of an offences against the        
ordinances of the City, to commit such persons to jail or admit them to bail pending trial, to issue subpoenas, to compel witnesses to 
appear and testify before him the judge on the trial of any cause before him the court, to compel obedience to such subpoenas, to issue 
any process necessary to carry into effect the judgements of the municipal court, and to punish witnesses and others for contempt of 
the court.  When not governed by ordinance or this charter, all proceedings in the municipal court for the violation of a City ordinance 
shall be governed by the applicable general laws of the State governing justices of the peace and justice courts.  Trials in the municipal 
court or cases of violation of City ordinances shall be had without a jury. 

Section 23. Recorder.  The recorder shall be ex officio the clerk of the Council, attend all the meetings of the Council, and keep an 
accurate record of its proceedings in a book provided for that purpose. the manner proscribed by the Council and Oregon State        
Statutes.  In his the absence of the clerk from a Council meeting, the Council shall appoint a temporary clerk of the Council pro tempore, 
who, while acting in that capacity, shall have all the authority of the recorder.  The recorder shall countersign all writings authorized by 
this charter, the Council or the law of the State. 
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CHAPTER VI 

Elections 

Section 24. Regular City Elections.   Regular City elections shall be held at the same time and place as general biennial elections for 
State and County officers.  At each regular City election all elective officers to be elected at that time, and all matters submitted to the    
electors at that time, shall be voted upon.  The election officers and precincts within the City for such State and County elections shall be the 
election officers and precincts for regular City elections.  Each candidate for election to the Council shall specify the number of the seat for 
which they are filing.   

Section 25. Special Elections.  By resolution the Council may call and provide for special elections. 

Section 26. Notice of Elections.  The recorder, under the direction of the Council, shall give at least 10 days’ notice, per ORS election 
rules and laws, of each City election by posting the notice in three public places at each precinct in the City or by publishing the notice twice 
in the newspaper of general circulation in the City.  The notice shall State the officers to be elected at the election, the measures to be voted 
on at the election and the time and place of the election. 

Section 27. Qualifications of Electors. Every legal registered voter of the State who has been a resident of the City for 90 days immedi-
ately preceding the election shall be entitled to vote at the City election.  City elections must conform to State law except as this charter 
provides otherwise.  All elections for City offices must be non-partisan. 

Section 28. Canvass of Election Returns.  By noon of the day following a City election, the returns of the election shall be filed with the 
recorder; and within 10 days after the election, the recorder and at least one member of the Council shall meet and canvass the returns.  In 
all elections held in conjunction with state and county elections, the state law governing the filling and canvassing of returns shall apply. The 
results of each election shall be entered in the journal of the Council.  The record shall state the number of votes cast for and against each 
measure, the names of the officers elected, and the measures enacted or approved.  Tie votes shall be resolved by lot.  The canvass of the 
City election is handled by the Union County Clerk’s Office.  The canvass results will be supplied by the Union County Clerk to be          
recorded. 

Section 29. Certificate of Election.  Immediately after completion of the canvass, Upon receipt of the canvass from the Union County 
Clerk’s Office, the recorder shall issue a certificate of election to each person elected.  The certificate shall be prima facie evidence of the 
facts which it states, and the Council shall be the final judge of the qualifications eligibility and election of its own members, subject,      
however, to review by a court of competent jurisdiction.  Contested elections shall be determined according to the state law regulating  
proceedings in contested elections of county officers. 

Section 30. Commencement of Terms of Office.  The term of each elected officer chosen at a regular City election shall commence at 
the time of the first regular meeting in January immediately following the election.  In case of an election or appointment to fill a vacancy in 
an office, the person elected or appointed shall enter upon their office immediately. 

Section 31. Oath of Office.  Each officer, upon entering office, shall take or file with the recorder an oath or affirmation that he they 
will support the constitution and laws of the United States and of this State and the charter and ordinances of the City of Union, and that he 
they will perform the duties of his their office to the best of his their ability. 

Section 32. Nominations.  The Council shall provide by ordinance the mode for nominating elective officers. 

 

CHAPTER VII 

Vacancies in Office 

Section 33. When Office is Vacant.  An office shall be deemed vacant upon the incumbent’s death, insanity adjudicated incompetency, 
conviction of a felony, resignation, removal from ceasing to reside in the City, recall from office, absence from the City for a period of 30 
days without the consent of the Council or ceasing to possess the qualifications eligibility requirements necessary for the office, or upon 
the failure of the person elected or appointed to an office to qualify be eligible therefor on or before the day their term of office             
commences; and in the case of the mayor or a member of the Council elected. in addition to the above causes, upon his their absence from 
more than 25% of the meetings of Council over a rolling 12 month period will be subject to review for termination from  for a period of 60 
days without the consent of the Council. 

Section 34.  Removal from Office.  If the mayor or Councilor is absent from more than 25% of the meetings of Council over a rolling 
12 month period, that individual shall be subject to review for removal from office by majority vote of the City Council, after written   
notice and the opportunity to be heard on the matter. 

Section 35. Filling of Vacancies.  Vacancies in office shall be filled by appointment of the Council, and the appointee shall serve the 
unexpired term of their predecessor.  Within 24 hours after their appointment, an officer appointed to fill a vacancy must qualify demon-
strate eligibility for the office as in case of an officer elected and, in case they fail to so qualify, be deemed to have declined the office and 
the office shall be deemed vacant.   

 

CHAPTER VIII 

Ordinances 

Section 36. Enacting Clause. The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be, “The City of Union does ordain as follows:” 

Section 37. Introduction, Reading and Passage.   Every ordinance shall be fully and distinctly read in open Council meeting on two 
different days previous to being put upon its final passage; but any ordinance may be introduced, read twice, once in full and once by title, 
and put on its final passage at a single meeting by a unanimous vote of all members of the Council present at the meeting.  Upon the final 
vote, the ayes and nays of the members of the Council shall be taken and recorded in the journal minutes.  If the ordinance passes, the  
recorder shall so endorse it, with the date and his their name and title of office; and the mayor shall, within three days, sign the ordinance 
with the date, his their name and the title of office. 

Section 38. When Ordinances Take Effect.  Each ordinance passed by the Council shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it has been 
signed by the mayor; but when the Council desires, or in case of an emergency, an ordinance may provide a different time when it is to take 
effect, or that it is to take effect immediately. 
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CHAPTER IX 

Public Improvements 

Section 39. Condemnation. The necessity for taking property by condemnation shall be determined by the Council and declared by a 
resolution describing the property and stating the use to which it is to be devoted. 

 Section 40. Special Assessment.  The procedure for levying, collecting, and enforcing special assessments for public improvements 
charged against real property will be governed by ordinance.  

Section 41. Bids for Public Improvements.  All contracts for public improvements shall be let to the lowest responsible and qualified 
bidder according to state law, to be done according to the plans and specifications to be furnished by the proper office or department of 
the City and approved by the Council. 

CHAPTER X 

Miscellaneous 

Section 42. Limitations on General and Bonded Indebtedness.   Unless otherwise authorized by the legal voters of the City, the Council 
shall not contract a voluntary floating indebtedness of the City in excess of the sum of $30,000 for general City purposes; provided, that the 
legally authorized debt of the City of Union existent November 1, 1940, shall not be included in such indebtedness for purposes of calcula-
tion on the limitation.  Any new City indebtedness to exceed 2.5% of assessed taxed value shall be authorized only by the legal voters of 
the City.  This does not include any indebtedness already approved that can be refinanced, if the refinance does not add time or additional 
indebtedness to the City. 

City officials or employees who create or officially approve any indebtedness in excess of the above limitations without voter approval shall 
be jointly and severally liable for the amount of the excess. 

Section 42. Damage Suits. The City shall in no event be liable in damages for an injury to person or property caused by a defect or 
dangerous place in a sidewalk, crosswalk, street, alley, sewer, public ground, public building, drain, gutter, ditch or way, unless prior to the 
injury the City has written notice of the defect or dangerous place, and reasonable time after the notice in which to remove or repair the 
defect or dangerous place.  In no case shall more than $100.00 be recovered as damages from the City for such an accident or injury. 

No action shall be maintained against the City for damages growing out of such an accident or injury unless the claimant, within 30 days 
after sustaining the injury or damages, gives to the Council written notice stating: 

When, where and the circumstances under which the accident or injury occurred; 
Their claim for compensation for the injury or damage; and, 
The amount of compensation or relief demanded. 

The City shall not be liable for the injury or damage until 30 days have elapsed after the presentation of the notice to the Council.  

Section 43. Repealing Clause and Date Charter Becomes Effective. All former charters of the City, together with their amend-
ments, are repealed.  But this provision shall in no way impair the effect of Section 4 5of this charter.  This charter shall become effective 
immediately upon its approval by the voters of the City of Union. 

CHAPTER XI 

Wastewater Sewage Disposal System 

Section 43. Authorization of Wastewater Sewage Disposal System. The City Council of the City of Union, Oregon, is hereby au-
thorized and directed to improve construct, operate and maintain a wastewater disposal system, together with all related facilities usable or 
convenient thereto or in connection therewith, and to acquire property to be used in connection therewith.  

Section 45. General Obligation Bonds. In connection with and for the purpose of carrying forward the foregoing project, the City Coun-
cil is authorized and directed to issue general obligation installment-type bonds of the City in a sum not exceeding $995,000.00 and to use 
the proceeds of said bonds for the completion of said project. 

Section 46. Maturity and Tenure. The City Council shall determine the maturity and tenure of such bonds, provided that they 
shall be serial in character and shall be payable over a period not to exceed 40 years for the date of issue. 

Section 47. Sale of Bonds. The Council is authorized and directed to issue and to sell such bonds from time to time as the same may 
be needed for the purposes hereinabove specified. 

Section 44. Sinking Fund.  The City Council shall establish a sinking fund for the prompt payment of such any indebtedness on the 
wastewater system. bonds as they mature and capital improvements towards the system for the payment of interest thereon. 

Section 45. Sewer User Fees and Rates.  The Council is hereby authorized and directed to establish such wastewater user fees and 
rates, sewer connection charges and assessments as said Council shall deem necessary to provide interest and principle payments for asso-
ciated indebtedness. installment-type bonds. Said bonds shall be used for no other purpose as long as nay of the bonds hereby authorized 
shall be outstanding. 

Section 46. Tax Levy.  The City Council shall include in the general municipal tax levy of the City of Union, Oregon, in each year, a spe-
cial levy sufficient to raise an amount which, together with other available funds, shall be sufficient to pay principle and interest payments 
on said associated indebtedness bonds when due. 

[Chapter XI added by special election held November 5, 1974.] 

CHAPTER XII 

Miscellaneous Amendments 

Section 51. Debt Limitations. Unless authorized by the legal voters of the City, the City Council shall not contract a voluntary lease 
agreement in excess of the sum of $30,000 including interest, for the duration of the contract.  The power to indebt the City beyond this 
limit by any legal instrument rests entirely with the voting public. 

Section 47. Public Meeting Notification.  The City Council must notify the citizenry of Union within 30 days prior to voting on a motion, 
resolution, or ordinance that affects water or wastewater user fees, creates an order on the City treasury in excess if of the budgeted 
amount, modifies zoning requirements, or affects City law.  Such notification shall be satisfied only by posting agendas and information in 
at least three public places in the City and digitally by website or by a directly mass mailing to the residents of Union.  The notice shall in-
clude an invitation for residents to attend a public meeting that will be held prior to a vote.   
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Section 48. Conflict of Interest.  No elective officer or employee, outside of employment, of the City of Union shall provide or contract 
for goods or services in excess of $1,500.00 per fiscal year to the City of Union. 

Section 49. Election of Numbered Seats. Each candidate for election to the City Council shall specify the number of the seat for 
which he or she is filing.  For each seat, the candidate receiving the greatest number of votes shall be elected.  Moved to 10 At the regular 
meeting of the City Council in July, 1988, the Mayor shall assign numbers to the seats on the Council; as Position Number One, Position 
Number Two, and so on.  Those positions due for election in 1988 shall receive odd numbers. 

[Chapter XII added by election held May 17, 1988.] 

 

CHAPTER XIII 

Water System Improvements 

Section 49. The City Council of the City of Union, Oregon, is hereby authorized and directed to improve, operate, expand and repair 
the existing water distribution system, and to acquire the necessary facilities and property to be used in connection therewith. 

Section 56. In connection with, and for the purpose of carrying forward, the foregoing project, the City Council is authorized and di-
rected to issue general obligation bonds of the City in a sum not exceeding $600,000 and to use the proceeds of said bonds for the comple-
tion of said project. 

Section 57. The City Council shall determine the maturity and tenure of such bonds, provided that they shall be serial in character and 
shall be payable over a period not to exceed forty (40) years from the date of issue. 

Section 58. The Council is authorized and directed to issue and sell such bonds from time to time as the same may be needed for the 
purpose hereinabove specified. 

Section 50. Sinking Fund.  The City Council shall establish a sinking fund for the prompt payment of any associated indebtedness and 
such bonds as they mature and for capital improvements to the system. the payment of interest thereon. 

Section 51. Water User Fees and Rates  Council is hereby authorized and directed to establish such water user fees and rates, water 
connection charges and assessments as said Council shall deem necessary to provide interest and principle payments for associated indebt-
edness or capital improvements. the bonds.  Said fund shall be used for no other purpose as long as any of the bonds hereby authorized 
shall be outstanding. 

Section 52. Tax Levy   The City Council shall include in the general municipal tax levy of the City of Union, Oregon, in each year, a spe-
cial levy sufficient to raise an amount which, together with other available funds, shall be sufficient to pay principal and interest payments 
on any associated indebtedness bonds when due. 

 [Chapter XIII added by special election held June 18, 1988.] 

CHAPTER XIV 

Utility Rates 

Section 53. Limitations of Salary and Benefits. In the operation of the City of Union’s water and wastewater system, the expense of 
salary and benefits of City employees as they perform services for said system shall not exceed 45 percent of the combined total of the Utili-
ty Fund, the General Fund, and the Street Fund. 

Section 54. Exclusive Usage of Utility Funds.  Funds collected through the imposition of water and wastewater rates shall be used, 
respectively, for water and wastewater system purposes.  The City of Union shall not, use, borrow, or draw upon such funds for other pur-
poses including, but not limited to, general fund purposes. 

If revenues received for the imposition of water and wastewater rates exceed expenses of current operations, capital improvement costs, 
and debt service for such said water and wastewater systems, the excess water and wastewater revenues shall be held, respectively, in the 
water improvement reserve fund and the wastewater improvement reserve fund, and the use of those funds shall be limited to the future 
maintenance, capital improvement, and debt payments of the water and wastewater systems, respectively. 

 

We stress to you the importance of voting this November.  The City of Union has a Mayor seat and three     

City Council seats open this year, as well as this city charter. 

If you are not a registered voter, it is not too late to register! 

Your vote will count in November! 

Are you registered to vote? 

To register to vote in Oregon, you must be a US Citizen, and Oregon     resident and at 

least 16 years old.  If you are not yet 18 years of age, you will not receive a ballot until 

an election occurs on or after your 18th birthday.  Online registration requires a    

current Oregon drivers license or state ID card. 

If you have moved, had a name change, or wish to change or select a party affiliation 

you should update your registration. 

A new registrant must submit their online registration by 11:59:59pm  Pacific Time 

on the 21st calendar day before an election to be eligible to vote in that  election.  

Register Now! 



 

 

332 S Main St 
Union, OR  97883 

Present this coupon and receive 
** $1.00 off ** 

One coupon per purchase 
 

ORGANIZATION MEETING DATE LOCATION TIME PHONE 

          

Awana 
Every Thurs/during school year 

Baptist Church 6:30pm 
541-562-5870 

City of Union Chamber 2nd Thurs of the month   6:00 pm 
 unionchamber@eoni.com 

City Council 2nd Mon of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 

Council Work Sessions 2nd  & 4th Mon of month City Hall 6.00 pm 541-562-5197 

CUP Medical Association 2nd  Tues of the month City Hall 5:30 pm 541-562-6134 

Order of Eastern Star 2nd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:00 pm 541-805-0779 

EMS Department 1st  Mon of the month Rural Fire Hall 7:00 pm 541-910-6002 

EOLS Board 2nd Tues of the month EOLS Club House 7:00 pm 541-562-5631 

Food Bank 3rd Friday of the month Union Baptist Church 10-11:00am 541-562-5531 

Friends of the Library 2nd  Tues    January, April,  July & November Union Library 7:00 pm 541-562-5807 

Grande Ronde Valley Masonic 3rd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:30pm   

Historic Preservation 3rd Wed of the month City Hall 6:00pm 541-562-5197 

Library Board 4th Wed of July,Oct,Jan,April Library 4:00 pm 541-562-5811 

Lions Club 3rd  Tues of the month Sports Complex 5:30 pm PO Box 337 

Mainstreet Union & Economic Development 2nd Thursday of the month Call contact # for location 7:00 pm 541-910-7048 

Planning Commission 3rd Wed of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 

Senior Lunch Every Tuesday VFW Hall 12:00 pm   

School Board 2nd Wed of the month Athletic Complex 6:00 pm 541-562-5166 

South County Health Dist 3rd Tues of month / every third month Health Clinic 5:00 pm 541-562-2222 

Union Cemetery Board 2nd Tues of the month Union Cemetery Office 9:00 am 541-562-5212 

VFW Bingo Every Wednesday night VFW Hall 5 pm 541-562-6035 

VFW Formal meeting 1st Thursday of month VFW Hall 7 pm 541-562-6035 

  

SENIOR MEALS 

    At this time when it is so important for our seniors to 

stay home and stay healthy, Senior Meals will be deliv-

ering meals.  If you would like a meal delivered please 

call Gracie at 541-562-5675, leave your name, phone 

number  and address.   

   You must call by 5:00pm the day prior to delivery. 

Meals will be delivered between 1:00pm & 2:00pm.   A 

$3.00 donation is suggested. 

Did you know you can receive a 

newsletter by email? 

Just email Laura at cityofunion.com  

or call city hall at 541-562-5197 and 

request to be put on our email list.   

Recycle Bins 

We know there is nothing more frustrating than to drive out to the 

recycle bins located at the transfer station here in Union and find 

that they are full.  Did you know that the City of Union is just the 

drop site for the recycle bins, we are not the owners or managers 

of them.  The recycle bins belong to Waste Pro in La Grande, and 

they are great enough to provide the city with bins for our citizens 

use.   

*Who do I call if the bins are full?   Yes, you can call city hall, but 

you can also call as a citizen  directly to Waste Pro at 541-963-5459 

and let them know.  Just remember, they come out as soon as they 

are available due to their busy schedules. 

*What do I do with my recycle if the bins are full?  Please do not 

put your recycle on the ground if it doesn’t fit in the bins.  These 

are the kind of  actions that could cause the city to lose the bins 

altogether.  The best plan, is to be patient and bring your recycle at 

a later date. 

*Can I dump my garbage there too?    ABSOLUTELY NOT!!  The city 

has camera’s on site and if garbage is dumped it could mean      

citations, legal action, and fines.   

You can obtain garbage service locally by contacting Union         

Sanitation. 

Although city hall isn’t open to the public at this time, we 

have multiple ways you can pay your utility bill.   

You can always call us and pay by debit/credit card (there is a 

small service fee by the merchant), there is a secure pay-

ment drop box in the foyer, or you can pay online through 

our website www.cityofunion.com and click on EPAY Utilities 


